
St George & St Martin Catholic  

Academy 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

A belated Happy New Year to you all and what a start to the 

year it has been!  I could not be more proud of our children for 

the way that they have adapted so quickly to remote learning.  

They have, without exception, amazed me with their attitude to 

their work and work ethic.  Having spoken to almost all of you 

this week, it has been good to hear how each family is working 

together to make the best of this awful situation.  As always, if 

there are any issues, please do not hesitate to contact me.  We 

will always do our best to help. 

I want to thank each of you for the support you are giving your 

children.  I know that it isn’t always easy, particularly if you are 

trying to also juggle your own work, siblings, keeping a tidy 

house and keeping everyone fed and watered.  As I said to most 

of you on the telephone, there will be good days and bad days, 

and just take each day as it comes.  We know everyone is doing 

their best, and we cannot ask for more from any of you. 

I’d also like to thank all of our staff who have also worked so 

hard to adapt to this new way of working.  Sadly, when most of 

us trained there was no lesson on Microsoft Teams and Remote 

Learning!  We are all learning on the job and discovering new 

things as we are working.  After speaking to most of you, you 

cannot speak more highly of our staff.  We are all very lucky to 

have such dedicated professionals working with our children. 

Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 9th February 

Safer Internet Day takes place on Tuesday 9th February.  As our 

children are using the Internet every day, it is even more      

important that they know how to be safe online.  During the 

week, we will be reminding the children how to be safe on the 

Internet.  Please also talk to your child at home and look at your 

parental controls and privacy settings.  You can find lots of   

information on Thinkuknow - home  and Online safety | NSPCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

will take place next week, 1st—

7th February.  The theme this 

year is ‘Express Yourself.’  This 

year more that ever it is so     

important to    support our    

children with their mental 

health.  We will do various     

activities throughout the week 

and you can also access                

resources through: 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk 

 

Contact Details  

Don’t forget to let us know if you change your contact details 

e.g. address, telephone numbers or email addresses.  It is     

important that we keep your records up to date.  Thank you. 

 

Prayer of the Month 

 

Act Of Contrition ‘ 

O my God, 

because you are so good,  

I am very sorry that I have 

sinned against you, 

and by the help of your 

Grace, 

I will not sin again. 

Amen. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


Remote Learning Questionnaire 

Thank you to the 62 parents who responded to our recent questionnaire.  The results of the questionnaire are below: 

  Strongly agree Agree Satisfactory Disagree Strongly disagree 

My child has settled into 
a good remote learning 
routine. 

27% 37% 19% 13% 3% 

The school has explained 
clearly how to access  
remote learning 

47% 44% 10% 0% 0% 

My child feels safe on line 39% 47% 13% 0% 0% 

I understand how my 
child can stay safe on line 

50% 45% 5% 0% 0% 

The school continues to 
have high expectations 
for my child 

45% 39% 16% 0% 0% 

There is a good range of 
subjects available for my 
child 

47% 37% 16% 0% 0% 

My child understands 
how to upload work 
online 

29% 23% 18% 21% 10% 

Remote learning is     
helping my child’s       
wellbeing 

23% 31% 19% 24% 3% 

If I have raised any      
concerns with the school 
they have been dealt with 

36% 41% 20% 3% 0% 

I would recommend the 
schools remote learning 
to another parent 

35% 35% 19% 6% 3% 

Is there anything we could do better? 

 More learning options for Reception, not just Purple Mash 

 Mrs Dean has shared a variety of websites with families and also send additional worksheets each week. 

 Not so much pressure to get so much work done 

 The government made it law that children should be completing a certain number of hours remote learning each day.  If 

 your child is having a bad day, just get what you can done. 

 Internet problems 

 This is a problem that plagues us all! 

 Uploading work – more explanation 

 See attached document.  Staff will also explain to the children again how to do it. 

 Give print outs to children 

 Worksheets do not need to be printed out.  You can write the answers on a piece of paper or in a book.  It would be a 

 mammoth task to distribute worksheets to the whole school each day. 

 Suitable level of work for children who struggle 

 Children who need additional support are able to stay on the meetings with their teacher and TA who will support them 

 in their work.  Some children do have Purple Mash to use to support them in their learning.  Differentiated tasks are    

 given (Bronze, Silver, Gold).  If you feel this is still not right for your child, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Continued... 



Remote Learning Questionnaire—continued 

 

 Breaks at the same times as siblings 

 Sadly, this is impossible to do as we have children in school and cannot organise the children to have break at the same 

 time due to the need to keep bubbles separate. 

 Phone call with class teacher every couple of weeks 

 Sadly, this is also impossible as the teachers are teaching all day.  Mrs Hollins or myself will be calling you again before 

 half term and if schools remain closed during the next half term.  There will be an opportunity to speak to your child’s 

 class  teacher during Parents’ Evening in March.  If you would like to speak to your child’s class teacher before then, 

 please contact  the school office in the normal way. 

 Work assigned in an editable format 

 This has been shared with staff and should be done from next week. 

 Pick a range of children to answer questions 

  Staff have a tick list of children who have answered and who haven’t.  They will try and encourage all children to answer 

 during each lesson. 

 Too long online 

 We are trying to ensure that children are able to break away from their screens when they are completing their work.  

 We would encourage you to make sure children are having a complete break from their screen at break and lunchtime 

 and at the end of the day.  We know this isn’t ideal, but to deliver remote learning there needs to be a screen. 

 More feedback on work 

 Work is commented on each day for each assignment set.  Where there may have been gaps is if work is turned in late 

 or if the teacher has been absent due to illness. 

 Use calendar more 

 I’m sure you understand just how hard the teachers are working ensuring that work is on each channel each day, making 

 sure assignments are there and links to meetings are there.  They are also marking assignments as they are submitted, 

 which is sometimes later at night.  They simply do not have time to use the calendar too.  Everything is always set on 

 each day’s channel and there is always a timetable telling children what they will be doing that day and with links to any 

 lessons, assemblies, etc. 

 St Chad’s Mass is too long 

 If the children went to a normal Mass at St George and St Martin, Mass would probably be for an hour.  The three St 

 Chad’s Masses that we have had have been for 30 minutes and 45 minutes.  We fully understand having Mass is      

 different at home, but it is so important for us as a school to be able to take part in Mass.  As a Catholic school, Mass is a 

 huge part of our  school life and until we can celebrate together again we will be having Mass each week online. 

 I hope you understand the reasons why we cannot change all of the things suggested.  If you would like to discuss things    

 further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 



We don’t have many diary dates to share with you, but I’m sure you’ll all be excited to see when half term is! 
 
 

Tuesday 2nd February 
 Year 5 and Year 6 1 hour Emotional Well-being and Mental Health workshop (done via Teams for all children in   
 those classes) 
Wednesday 3rd February – Tuesday 9th February 
 Year 6 Times Table Rock Stars competition 
Friday 12th February 
 Treat day 
 3pm School closes for half term! 
Wednesday 17th February 
 Ash Wednesday – start of Lent 
Monday 22nd February 
 9am School reopens (no decision at this time to who) 
Tuesday 23rd February 
 Year 5 and 6 Anxiety workshop 
Wednesday 3rd March 
 3:30 – 5:30pm Parents’ Evening (done remotely) 
Thursday 4th March 
 5 – 7:30pm Parents’ Evening (done remotely) 
Monday 15th March – Friday 19th March 
 Science Week 
Thursday 1st April 
 Treat day 
 3:15pm School closes for Easter 
  

 

Remote Learning Questionnaire—continued 

 

Is there anything the school or a particular teacher is doing well? 

Delivering a high standard of education and support for children and parents 

Helpful when I call 

Teachers doing a fantastic job 

Thank you to the staff 

Great routines 

Well organised 

Wide range of subjects 

Whole school has been amazing 

Nice to see the rapport between staff and children 

Feedback given on every piece of work 

General chats in class help my child’s mental health 

Nice to continue with Mass and assemblies 

Excellent communication 

Use of rewards 

Thank you for all of your positive comments.   

Everyone is working hard to ensure your child’s education continues as best it can in these  

circumstances. 

Thank you for your continued support 
 
 

D. Farmer 
 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs. D. Farmer—Principal 


