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As we come to the end of this term and this year of 2020, I want to 
thank you all for your amazing support this term.  Normally I would 
be writing about our fantastic concerts and Nativity service.  Sadly, 
this year we have been unable to share these with you.  We have 
worked hard to keep the Christmas excitement with the children 
and feel sure that the magic has remained.  I know that the day will 
come when we can all celebrate together again, and what a       
celebration it will be! 

I am so proud and privileged to lead this school community and 
feel that we have all worked so hard to keep our school community 
safe. Despite the fact we have had a few cases in school we have 
not been hit as hard as other schools. I believe this is tribute to all 
ensuring that our risk assessment is fully followed. I would         
especially like to thank the parents whose children have had to self
-isolate. We know that this is inconvenient but necessary. I am 
truly grateful for the support you have shown.  

I would especially like to thank all the staff at our school. They have 
been truly remarkable in ensuring that your child has the best  
possible education. Many staff have not had breaks and when in 
school have supported your children all of the 
time. This term has been a term like no other 
and has required an enormous amount of 
energy, commitment and dedication from the 
whole staff. I don’t think school staff have 
been given enough credit for their work   
during this pandemic particularly in the     
media.   

We may not always get things right; we are working with ever     
changing guidance and the advice we are given can change daily, 
so we know things are not always ideal. However, I can promise 
you that our staff have always done their very best under the   
circumstances to   provide the best and safest education we can for 
your child and we are proud of what we have been able to achieve 
this term. 

As for the children; we have been so impressed with the way they 
have adapted to the changes we have had to make. The children 
have been exceptional since the whole school returned in          
September. They are polite,  respectful and supportive of staff and 
they have settled down to work hard immediately. With hard work 
and effort, they have all started to catch up on lost learning and 
will get back to where they need to be; they are doing so well to 
get there.  

On behalf of us all at St George and St Martin, I’d like to wish you 
all a very happy and holy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Staffing Update 

My time as Acting Executive Principal of St Joseph’s comes to an 
end this week.  I have enjoyed this role and enjoyed getting to 
know another school community, but I am glad to be returning 
‘home’ full-time.  I want to thank Mrs Hollins for all of her hard 
work during this last year as Acting Head of School, and all of the 
staff for supporting her in this role. 

Today Mrs Roberts leaves us to go to Buglawton Primary School in 
Congleton.  We wish her lots of luck and thank her for all of her 
hard work with groups from Year 1 to 6 and for teaching Year 3 in 
Mrs Gallimore’s absence. 

 

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children 

Last Friday it was lovely seeing the children in their 
Christmas jumpers and £200 was raised for Save 
the Children.  Thank you everyone. 

 

Extra-curricular Clubs 

We await further guidance on whether these can restart.  Once we 
have notification that we can restart, we will send out a new clubs 
letter. 

 

Parking and Driving Safely 

As a reminder, please ensure 
you are parking safely.  You 
should not be stopping for any 
reason on the zig-zag lines – it is 
against the law to park, stop or 
drop off on the zig-zag lines.  
You should not be parking on the double yellow lines and you 
should be driving at a reasonable speed up and down Boulton 
Street.  By ignoring this you are putting the safety of the children at 
risk. 

   
SFC 

The SFC have been very busy with the Christmas raffle tickets, 
goody bags and calendars.  Thank you so much to everyone who 
has contributed in any way.  A big thank you to Mrs Bedson and 
Mrs Casey for all of their hard work preparing everything.  A total 
of £400 has been raised for school funds. 

  

 

 

School re-opens on  

Monday, 4th January 2021 



Thursday 17th December 
 3:15pm School closes for Christmas holidays 
Friday 18th December 
 School closed for INSET 
Monday 4th January  
 8:45 - 9am School reopens (timings will remain the same) 
Friday 22nd January 
 11am Year 3 Northwood Day Care Centre Teams meeting 
Wednesday 27th January 
 Year 5 Bikeability (consents should have been returned) 
Friday 29th January 
 Year 4 Bikeability (consents should have been returned) 
Tuesday 2nd February 
 Year 5 and 6 emotional well-being and mental health workshop led by North Staffs Mind 
Friday 12th February 
 Treat day (please send a small treat to eat) 
 3:15pm School closes for half term 
Monday 22nd February 
 8:45 – 9am School opens 
Tuesday 23rd February 
 Year 5 and 6 anxiety workshop led by North Staffs Mind 
Friday 26th February 
 11am Year 2 Northwood Day Care Centre Teams meeting 
Wednesday 3rd March 
 3:30 – 5:30pm Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 4th March 
 5:30 – 7:30pm Parents’ Evening 
Monday 15th March – Friday 19th March 
 Science Week 
Friday 26th March 
 11am Year 1 Northwood Day Care Centre Teams meeting 
Monday 29th March – Friday 2nd April 
 Holy Week 
Thursday 1st April 
 Maundy Thursday 
            Treat day (please send a small treat to eat) 
  

 

Text Messages 

To enable you to receive up to date text messages from 

school, please ensure you keep us up to date with your latest 

mobile phone number.  If you are unsure  as to whether we 

have your current phone number, just call the school office to 

check. 

Dinners/Sandwiches 

If your child would like to change 

from sandwiches to hot dinners or 

vice/versa now is the time to do so 

when we return in the new year. 

Payments 
Please ensure that dinner money, breakfast club, afterschool club & 

nursery provision is paid on a MONDAY, in ADVANCE of using the 

service.  If you are experiencing problems making payment please 

contact the school office either by telephone or email. 

 
Thank you. 



Christmas Break Arrangements 

As we now approach the Christmas holidays I must ask for your continued support and vigilance. Please do all you can to follow the Tier 3 guid-
ance for Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire to limit contact and maintain social distancing.  

Please speak to your child about limiting their contacts outside of school; there should be no mixing of households indoors or most outdoor plac-
es. The ‘Hands, Face, Space’ guidance still applies and should be followed carefully and if you have any suspicion that your son or daughter may 
be feeling unwell, please keep them at home. If they have a high temperature, a new, continuous cough and/or a loss of, or change to, their 
sense of smell or taste they must have a test and the household should isolate at least until the result of the test is known. If they test positive 
they, and the household, must continue to isolate and the child must not come into school for at least 10 days and until they are no longer dis-
playing any of the below; 

• a high temperature or feeling hot and shivery 

• a runny nose or sneezing 

• feeling or being sick 

• diarrhoea 

Only stop self-isolating when these symptoms have gone. If you have diarrhoea or you’re being sick, stay at home until 48 hours after they've 
stopped. 

Locally it now says that, if a person has the following symptoms, a lateral flow test should be arranged. They can attend school but only if they 
are well enough to do so and only need to self-isolate if the test comes back positive: 

• Headaches 

• Aches and pains 

• Feeling very tired for no good reason 

• Sore throat 

• Runny nose 

• Sneezing 

• Sometime ‘tummy ache’ in children 

If your child develops symptoms of Covid before Sunday 20th December and the test returns positive before Thursday 24th        December, please 
email the school at sgsmcp@sgsmnewman.co.uk . If you get a positive test result on or after 24th December, you do not need to report this to 
school until we return on Monday 4th January. 

Northwood Day Care Centre 
This year we have not been able to          
welcome our Northwood Day Care friends 
to our concerts, but they are always in our 
thoughts and prayer.  On Wednesday our 
head boy and head girl and Jack from Year 5 
took Christmas cards and presents to the 
centre.  As part of his Cubs badge, Jack has 
made gifts for people who have no family. 
The members were thrilled with their cards 
and presents. 

No. 11 Charity 

A big thank you to all those who contributed 
to our recent fundraising for the Number 11 
charity in   Burslem.  Yesterday, Mr Nixon 
from the charity came to collect a cheque for 
£158 and a range of packaged goods, PPE 
equipment and other essential items.  Mr. 
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There are a number of Masses over the Christmas period at St. George and St. Martin, Birches Head, Our Lady and St Benedict, 
Abbey Hulton and Sacred Heart, Hanley: 
 
St George and St Martin and Our Lady and St Benedict 
Father Adrian looks forward to welcoming you to Christmas celebrations.  
 
Times 
Christmas Eve Masses will be as follows; 
 5.00 pm Mass in Birches Head 
 7.15 pm in Abbey Hulton  
 9.00 pm in Birches Head 
Christmas Day  
 9.00 am 
 
You can pre-book seats on Sunday 18th December from 9.10 to 9.25 am.  
 
Arrangements 
Doors to the church will open thirty minutes before Mass. Those who have pre-booked will be admitted from  
 4.30 pm to 4.45 pm for 5.00 pm Mass 
 6.45 pm to 7.00 pm for 7.15 pm Mass 
 8.30 to 8.45 pm for 9.00 pm Mass 
 8.30 to 8.45 am for 9.00 am Mass 
 
Fifteen minutes prior to Mass we will admit people on a first come first seated basis. We think this is fairest to everyone and 
will require patience and cooperation for it to work. Please be prepared to queue and dress accordingly. Follow the instructions 
of the stewards who will guide you to be seat that will maintain social distancing. Please be kind to them. It is not easy for them 
and everyone wants to have an enjoyable Christmas.  
 
Our Christmas Masses will be very different this year. For example we are not allowed to sing carols and we are asking for   
people to remain seated once the steward has shown you to your seat, you will need to wear a mask covering nose and mouth. 
We can only admit a limited number and some people may be asked to come back to a later Mass or Mass on Christmas   
Morning. As Christmas is a season you might consider coming back for St Stephen's Day Mass at 10.00 am on Saturday or the 
Sunday Mass at 9.30 am for the Feast of the Holy Family. Both Masses will be in Birches Head.  
 
These arrangements I know will require much acceptance and understanding. More details will be put on the door of the 
church.  
 
Sacred Heart, Hanley 
 Christmas Eve Vigil 6.00pm and 8.00pm 
 Christmas Day 8.00am and 10.00am 
 
Please book your seat with one of the wardens when you attend Mass during the week/weekend, call 215217 or email          
sacredheart.hanley@rcaob.org.uk 

On behalf of us all at St George and St Martin, I’d like to wish you all a very happy and holy  

Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  

Yours sincerely 

 

D. Farmer 

 

Mrs. Farmer  

Principal 


