
Dear Year 4, 

The weather hasn’t been so lovely the past week. I hope you’ve been using the time to do some great indoor activi-

ties, and also spying your chances to get some fresh air and fun outside! I’ve found this week a little more difficult 

than other weeks. I’m not quite sure why, I just haven’t felt quite so motivated to do much. Maybe it’s the weather, 

maybe the strange circumstances have hit me a little bit. If at any point you’ve felt similar, I want you to know that 

it’s OK to not feel OK. If some days you don’t feel like doing much, or you feel a little fed up or upset, please know 

that those feelings and emotions are completely normal. We’re on a very bumpy rollercoaster of ups and downs, 

and together we’ve got to ride it out. Accept the lower times, but make sure you’re really enjoying your high points! 

A high point for me this week was planning some lovely art ideas for every class in school to start in September!  

This week I’ll be setting you a few more activities. Some of these will be similar to previous weeks, however I have 

focused a lot of the on the VE day celebrations. I’ll keep my explanations the same, so that you don’t have to get 

your head around lots of new things. Remember, just try your best. Don’t worry if you find something tricky and 

struggle to complete it, as long as you have a go I will be happy! There will be more than enough activities here to 

keep you going for the week, so don’t rush to get it all done quickly, and please remember, during these difficult 

times you need your down time as well. Continue to enjoy your hobbies and interests. A balance between these ac-

tivities and your own is really important.  

I have included for you: 

English 

See VE day activity list 

Maths 

See VE day activity list 

Handwriting 

I have attached some ideas for hand exercises that you could have a go at. These are like the exercises that we do in 

class, following along on the board, before we practise our handwriting. Give them a go and then you could practise 

some of the Year 3 and 4 spellings, copying your favourite poem or a part of the book that you are reading. 

Reading 

I really hope you are using some of this time to enjoy some books. Even if you are a colour band reader, you can be 

enjoying a range of texts at home and online. I’m certainly making the most of it, a good book takes you away to 

another place for a little while. I have attached again some questions for your adults to ask you while you read (this 

is the same document). Some reading workshop activities that you could focus on this week are: 

Deepen knowledge- pick something from the book that you are reading (a place, an animal, a country) and research 

it to find out more about it. 

Asking questions- before reading, think of some questions that you have about the next part of your book. 

Author’s purpose- how is the author trying to make you feel? How do you know this? What words or phrases prove 

it? 

Summarising- after reading, write in no more than 100 words what has happened. 

Book review- no matter where you are up to in your book, think about what rating you would give it out of 5, who 

else you think would enjoy it and why.  
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Times tables 

Please keep up with practising your times tables using TTRockstars and the Youtube videos that we have 

sung before. If you search Number Rocks on Youtube you should be able to find them. As for TTRockstars, 

this week the boys scored 255 and the girls scored 734! The best score yet! WELL DONE GIRLS! I will set up 

another battle this week, boys vs. girls. Unfortunately again, only 7   

children went on. Please get on and practise. Here’s a huge gold star to 

those of you who are! 

 

 

 

Topic 

Our topic this term is called ‘Settlers,’ and is all about when the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings took over      

England after the Romans. There were lots of reasons why these different groups of people wanted to 

take over England and, as usual, there were lots of battles. This topic leads on perfectly from what we 

learned about the Romans. This week, the topic homework style activities will continue, so get stuck in 

and enjoy! 

Design and create an Anglo- Saxon or Viking shield using a range of junk modelling materials- draw your 

design and how you plan to make it. 

Research one of the countries where the Angles, Saxons, Jutes or Vikings came from (Germany, Denmark, 

Netherlands, Sweden) What was life there like when they lived there? Why did they settle in England? 

What is life there like now? 

Sketch an image of a Viking long ship. Label the different parts and find out some information about them. 

Create an Anglo-Saxon or Viking costume and prepare a persuasive speech outlining the reasons why you 

should settle in England. 

Create a poster to encourage someone to join one of the armies. Think about the type of person that they 

need to be and the rewards that they would get from joining. 

 

RE 

See VE day activity list 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conrtinued ... 



 VE day activity list 

As I’m sure most of you are aware, this Friday is the 75th anniversary of VE day. This means that it is 

classed as a Bank Holiday, so we wouldn’t be in school. I’m going to attach a range of different activities 

linked to VE day, to help you to find out about it, consider the importance and get ready to celebrate it on 

Friday. I know a few people are holding social distancing street parties, decorating their houses in red, 

white and blue and dressing up. However you decide to spend your day, I hope you have fun and enjoy! I 

have included: 

VE day 75th anniversary information powerpoint- you might want to do some of your own research 

around this as well! 

VE day reading comprehension (only complete 1 level) 

VE day anniversary tea cup design 

Wartime recipe booklet- some ideas for Friday night’s tea! 

Spitfire paper craft- you could do your own learning about this marvellous plane 

VE day veteran writing activity 

1945 party planning sheet 

Bunting template- decorate your house in red white and blue! 

Morse code code-breaking- find out about what the Morse code is and how it has been used during wars. 

For the final challenge of this, you could use a small lamp or a torch to send messages instead. 

VE day diary- you could use this as inspiration to write a diary about how you celebrate the 75th             

anniversary on Friday. Another fantastic part of history that you are experiencing, and could look back on 

in many years to come! 

Video clips about VE day https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr 

 

 

Remember, just do your best and have a go at as much as you can. Try a bit of every subject, but you 

don’t have to complete every single thing. Some of these activities are to keep you working on skills that 

we have already learned together, some things are new to encourage you to keep learning new things. 

Feel free to email me on the Year 4 class email if you have any big problems. Stay safe, keep smiling and 

make sure you’re behaving  

 

Always thinking of you all. Sending love, hugs and prayers, 

Miss Rushton x 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr

