
Welcome back to the start of a new year at St George & St Martin Catholic Acad-
emy.  We are very much looking forward to teaching your      children this year and 
this newsletter will give you more information about what is going on in the class-
room and what the children will be learning. 

This term, our topic ‘is A Street Through Time’, which we launched this week. The 
topic will be filled with lots of exciting learning about our own local area and how it 
has changed throughout history. We will be learning about the Pottery Industry, 
famous people from Stoke-on-Trent and the geography of our city today. We will 
also compare Stoke-on-Trent to London, both past and present, and learn about the 
importance of our capital city and its famous landmarks. 

The children will learn in cross-curricular lessons which will cover all of the Nation-
al Curriculum.  

Welcome back to school! 

Year 2 Parents’ Newsletter 
Days to remember:  
 Monday: Homework due in 

 Tuesday: PE (Indoor kit) 

 Wednesday: Swimming  

 Wednesday: Homework sent 
home 

 Fridays: Spelling test and 
new spellings sent home 

 Reading books will be 
changed one group of chil-
dren each day. Please ensure 
books and diaries are in 
school every day. 
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PSHE: 

Sharing a shell (Julia 
Donaldson) 

Maths 

-Place Value 

-Addition & Subtraction 

-Multiplication & Division  
(2’s, 5’s and 10’s) 

-Statistics including 
pictograms of house 
types, tally charts 

-Money 

-2D and 3D shapes 

English 

Stories by our Class Author—Julia Donaldson (The 
Smartest Giant in Town, A Squash and a Squeeze) 

* Stories about home, school and other places that we 
know 

*Traditional Tales & modern alternatives (3 Little 
Pigs) 

* Information Texts- recounts of great Fire/ diary 
entry- Samuel Pepys. Posters and news reports. 

* Poems on a theme (My House) 

History 

* House and Homes through his-
tory 

* History of the Pottery   Indus-
try 

* The City of Stoke-on-Trent 
and its 6 Towns 

* History of London 

* The Gun Powder Plot 

* The Great Fire of London 

Art / D & T 

-Making a clay pot 

-Great Fire of Lon-
don  sketches 
(charcoal) 

RE 

-Old Testament Sto-
ries—(Noah, Jonah) 

-Advent—Journey to 
prepare our hearts to be 
more like Jesus  

-Nativity 

-Miracles 

Staff in Year 2 

Mrs  

Goodwin 

Class    
teacher 

(Mon-Wed) 

 

Mrs       
Thompson 
Class    
teacher 

(Thurs-Fri) 

 

Mrs Callan 

Special       
Educational 
Needs       
Support    
Assistant 

 

Mrs        
Maddox 
Special      
Educational 
Needs       
Support     
Assistant 

 

Mrs Smith 

Special      
Educational 
Needs       
Support     
Assistant 

 

Science 

-Materials around the home- 
properties of materials 
(twisting, bending, stretching, 
strength, waterproofing), 
natural/ man- made 

-Heating and cooling                   
materials, flammable materi-
als 

Geography 

* Maps from school to 
home, where I live/ places 
around me  

* Local landscapes 

* Using maps and keys 

* Comparing our city with 
the capital city of London 

* UK capital cities 

* London Landmarks 

Computing 

* Using digital cameras to ma-
nipulate images 

* Write simple programmes 
involving directions (maps and 
routes using Beebots) 



If you have any question or queries 
please don’t hesitate to contact any 
of the year 2 staff for an informal 
chat or you can make an appoint-
ment to see us at the school office.  
We all want the 
children to have a 
very productive,          
enjoyable year 
and the best way 
to ensure this is 
to nip any ‘small’    
problems in the 
bud before they 
become ‘big’    
problems. 

Question or Queries. 

How can you help your child at home? 

 It is so important to read with your child at home.  We ask 
that you help your child with their reading books daily and 
sign their reading diary at least 3 times per week please.  

 
 Visit the library together with your child to foster a love for 

reading and find books about our local area and London, as 
well as information on The Great Fire of London and the Gun-
powder Plot, to enrich our topic this term. Look out especial-
ly for books by our Class Author, Julia Donaldson.  

 
 Maths fluency is equally as important as reading and writing! 

Practice bonds to 10/ 20/ 100 and counting in 2s, 5s,  10s 
and 3s. Challenge them with addition and subtraction prob-
lems, let them handle money and recognise coin values, let 
them help with the measuring when baking,  ask them to tell 
you what time it is, etc. These are really important life skills 
that will develop their confidence and help them see Maths 
as ‘real life’. 

 
 Support your child to complete their homework each week.  

Just a reminder………… 

 PE kit is a blue polo shirt, maroon shorts and black 
pumps; this should be kept on the children’s pegs all 
week. The children in year 2 need indoor PE kit this 
term. 

 All items of clothing to be labelled with children’s 
names please, including ties, shoes and coats. 

 No jewellery to be worn on PE & Swimming days. We 
cannot remove earrings  from your child’s ears and your 
child will be unable to participate in PE or swimming  if 
they are wearing them.  

 Please send in Water bottles with fresh water every-
day! 

Thank you 

Class Author  

Year 2’s class author this year 

is ‘Julia Donaldson’ - we will be 

reading lots of books 

throughout the year by this 

author and completing activities 

linked to her stories and 

rhymes.  

Do you have a couple of 
hours to spare each week?  

We are always looking for new 
volunteers to listen to children 

read in school.  

Your help will make a huge 
difference. 

Can you help? 

Parent and Grandparent 
helpers needed. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 School closes for Half Term: Friday 25th 

October 
 Class Assembly: Friday 6th December, 

9.15am 
 School Trip: Tuesday 8th October (Black 

Country Museum) 
 


