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Welcome back! We hope you have all had a fantastic Christmas and New 
Year. 

We are looking forward to the new term and this newsletter will give you 
more information about what is going on in the classroom and what the 
children will be learning during Spring term. 

This term, we are starting a new topic called ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ which 
will be taught through the Early Years    Foundation Stage areas of 
learning: Religious Education,  Communication and Language, Physical 
Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Litera-
cy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts 
and Design.  Here are just some of the activities that the children will 
be involved in up until Easter.  In some  cases, the activities will be guid-
ed by the children’s interests. 

Reception Parents’ Newsletter 
Days to remember: 

Music and Movement on  
Mondays (no jewellery 
to be worn) 

PE on Wednesday (no                 
jewellery to be worn) 

 

Staff in Reception 

Mrs Dean-
Class 

Teacher 

 

Mrs Miceli  

Teaching 
and  

Learning 
Assistant 

 

  

  

PSE: 

Everyone is good at dif-
ferent things– celebrate 
our differences. 

What talents bring hap-
piness to our class? 

Friendship webs 

Communication & Literacy: 

Labelling jungle animals 

Make zig-zag books about  different 
jungle animals. 

Animal poems 

Who am I? Describe & illustrate 
animal (lift the flap) 

Describing jungle animals 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: 

Paper plate masks/ snakes 

Learn new jungle songs/ 
rhymes 

Design own animal prints 

Use instruments to recreate 
jungle animal sounds 

Jungle role play area 

 

 

Physical Development   

New dances to jungle songs 

Jungle obstacle course 

Clay/ playdough jungle  ani-
mals/ mini-beasts 

Jungle movement 

 

 

Mathematics: 

Repeating patterns on paper plate snakes 

Animal shapes– creating animals using 
shapes. 

Sorting jungle animals according to own 
criteria 

Comparing weights/ measure of  different 
animals 

Ordering numbers to make  snake bodies 

Snail races using ordinal numbers 

Recognising and ordering numbers  

 

Understanding the World: 

Guess the animals from the print (animal pat-
terns) 

Winter/ spring 

Looking at different animal habitats 

Snail patterns 

Matching mum and babies from the jungle 

Observe differences/ similarities  between ani-
mals/ creatures 

Jungle exploration area 

 

RE: 

Baptism 

Lent 

Easter 

 

 

 



What you can do at home: 

 Encourage your child to observe what is going on around 

and talk about what they have seen, heard, environmental 
print etc. 

 Trips to the library to find fiction books on jungle ani-

mals & mini-beasts; this will also develop an interest in 

reading. 

 Read non fiction books together to discover contents 

page, index, titles and captions about jungle animals.  

 Read set words  together to support word recognition  

 Practice writing their own surname. 

 Read and sign the reading diary 3 times a week.  

 Practise recognising and ordering numbers to 20. 

Just a reminder………… 

 PE kit is a blue polo shirt, maroon 
shirts and black pumps, this can be 
kept on the children’s pegs. 

 All items of clothing to be labelled 
with children’s names please. 

 No jewellery to be worn on PE & 
music and movement days.  

Thank you 
 

It would be fantastic if you could 
send in... 

  A bag that can be kept on your child’s peg that 
contains a change of uniform and spare socks/ 
tights and pants.  

 

  A rain coat and wellingtons that can be kept on 
your child’s peg for rainy and windy days– children 
always have access to outside. 

 

 Yoghurt pots that we can use for paint, glue and all 
things creative! 

           Thank you       

               

Question or Queries. 

If you have any question or queries don’t 
hesitate to contact me for an informal chat 
or you can make an appointment to see me 
at the school office.  We all want the chil-
dren to have a very productive, enjoyable 
year and the best way to ensure this is to 
nip any ‘small’ problems in the bud before 
they become ‘big’ problems. 

Thanks 

Mrs Dean 

Class Author  
Reception’s class author this year is 

‘Giles Andreae’ - we will be reading 

lots of books throughout the year by 

this author and completing activities 

linked to his stories and rhymes.  

Secret Storyteller 

Thank you to everybody who volunteered to be 
a secret storyteller last term. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed the suspense and anticipa-
tion of who was going to be joining us for a 
special story. If you would like to become a 

secret storyteller this term please do not hesi-
tate to contact myself to arrange a convenient 

time and date. 


