
 

St George & St Martin Catholic  

Academy 

Ofsted 

As you know we had a visit from Lorraine Lord of Ofsted on Wednesday 
27th and Thursday 28th November to carry out a Section 8 inspection.  I 
will of course keep you updated with the outcome of this inspection. 

 
Children in Need 

Thank you so much to everyone who donated to  
Children in Need through buying the badges and  
bracelets.  We raised £217. 
 

Open Nights 

Thank you to everyone who came along to see their child’s classteacher 
on 13th or 14th November.  If you haven’t managed to see your child’s 
classteacher, please make an appointment to discuss your child’s  
progress. 
 

Panto 

After a very successful trip to the pantomime last year, we are again 
visiting The Mitchell Memorial Theatre on Tuesday 3rd December to see 
Jack and the Beanstalk.  The whole school will be going, so if you need to 
contact the school (for emergencies ONLY) during this time please use 
the school mobile: 07923 955068.  We will provide the children with a 
drink and a snack to have 
during the interval.   
 
All children will need a 
packed lunch to have on 
that day when we return 
from the theatre. 

 

Year of the Word/ God who speaks 

The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has designated 2020 as a 
Year in celebration of "The God who Speaks", inviting the Church in  
England and Wales to listen afresh to the Word of God, as did Our 
Blessed Lady at the Annunciation, to encounter anew the presence of 
that Word, and to proclaim it afresh in the Church and the World. 
 
This special 'Year of the Word' was officially launched on 30 September 
2019, the Feast of St Jerome. 
 
The Campaign Year will start on Sunday 1st December 2019, the first 
Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the Church's Liturgical Year. 
 
We will have a different scripture focus for each half term.  This half 
term, the focus is: 
 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. John 1:14 
 
This means that God became human through Jesus and Jesus  
experienced and felt the things that we all experience and feel in our 
own lives. 
 

 

Poppy Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Poppy 
Appeal through buying the different merchandise.  I 
will update you in the next memo as to how much was 
raised. 

FoodBank Collection 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the  
FoodBank.  We collected 300kg of food. AMAZING! 
 

Visit from Saint Sterling 

A big thank you to those parents who came along on 21st November to 
listen to Saint and his experiences of being part of a gang.  I know the 
parents who came and the Year 6 children learnt lots and found the  
sessions very useful. 
 

Hospital Appeal 

The UHNM Charity - which covers the Royal Stoke University Hospital and 
Stafford's County Hospital - has launched its 2019 Christmas Present 
Appeal. 

They are appealing for presents for patients of all ages - as well as the 
incredible staff who will be working throughout the season of goodwill. 
The presents will put smiles on the faces of patients who find themselves 
in hospital over the festive period. 

The UHNM Charity is asking for specific types of gifts which need to be 
new and unwrapped when donated. These include: 

 Toiletry sets suitable for both male and female adults, teenagers    
and children; 

 Children’s arts and crafts materials- colouring books, pencils and 
crayons; 

 Children’s stuffed toys; 

 Reading books suitable for both adults (including dementia 
friendly), teenagers and children; 

 New-born baby clothes (with tags); 

 Children’s blankets (with tags); 

 Adult dementia friendly games; 

 Chocolate and sweets. 
 
Please send any donations into school by Wednesday, 18th December at 
the latest.  Many thanks for your support. 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT TICKET ORDER FORM 

IS ATTACHED TO THIS MEMO 
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S.F.C. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support our School Fundraising Community.   
 
Our next big fundraiser will be our Christmas Fayre on Friday 6th December.   

 Non uniform day on Monday, 2rd December £1 per child. 

 You will already have received a letter about ordering raffle tickets.  

 We are asking for any donations of DVDs, toys, toiletries & jewellery that we could sell.  

 There will be a number of stalls and of course I’m sure Father Christmas will make an appearance!   

 All help to set up the Christmas Fayre or on a stall is gratefully received.  Please let any member of school staff know if you are able to 

help.  

There will be Christmas raffle at each of the concerts on Wednesday, 11th & Thursday, 12th December, £1 per strip. 

The Christmas shop will take place on Monday 16th December and Tuesday 17th December in the afternoons.  The children will have the  
opportunity to buy small presents for their loved ones.  Gifts range from £1.00 to £3.00 . 

School Disco 

The Christmas fun will continue with a school disco on THURSDAY, 19TH DECEMBER from 6pm-7pm for Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, 
and from 7:15pm – 8:45pm for Key Stage 2.  No tickets are needed, entrance is £1.00 payable on the door.   

As a reminder to parents, these are the Disco Rules: 

Foundation Stage/Key Stage 1 Disco 

 Parents/Guardians of all children in Foundation Stage to remain with their child.  Please only one parent per child.  Key Stage 1  
 parents DO NOT need to stay. 

 Please do not block the fire exits. 

 If it is necessary to bring a child who is in Key Stage 2, then these should sit in the Year 6 classroom until 7pm and will then need to be 
supervised by a parent before the start of the Key Stage 2 disco at 7:15pm. 

 As we are so tight for space, no prams should be brought into the hall. 

 Any parents remaining with their child are responsible for their child’s behaviour. 

 Children should not leave the hall at the end of the night without their Parent/Guardian. 

 Only children attending St George and St Martin can attend the Disco.  This includes younger  
 siblings.  Younger siblings cannot run around the dance floor. 
  
Key Stage 2 Disco 

 Children will not be supervised by staff before 7:15pm 

 Parents should leave their child once they have registered. 

 Children should not leave the hall at the end of the night without their Parent/Guardian. 

 Mobile phones are not allowed in the disco. 

 Only children attending St George and St Martin can attend the disco. 
 
Nativity Service 
There will be a Nativity service on Wednesday 18th December at 2:15pm in church.  Key Stage 2 children will be leading this service and will 
be telling the story of Jesus’ birth through drama, readings and songs.  Families are most welcome to join us.  No photographs or videos can 
be taken in church  
   
‘Christmas Week’ 
We will be having our very own Christmas week in school during the last week of term.  All of the children will be involved in  
Christmas activities including making Christmas cards, writing letters to Santa, making Christmas stockings, singing Christmas carols and much 
more.   
  
We will be holding our very own Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.   
 
On ‘Christmas Eve’ (Tuesday 17th December), the children are asked to come in their pyjamas ready to ‘go to bed’.  Hopefully, on Christmas 
Eve after we’ve left out carrots, mince pies and milk, and hung our stockings up, Santa will visit.   
 
We’re hoping that on ‘Christmas Day’ (Wednesday 18th December) Santa will have left us some presents.  We’ll end the day by attending 
church together for our Nativity Service.  We’ll also have Christmas dinner together. 
 
We’ll have a ‘New Year’s Eve’ party on the afternoon of Thursday 19th December. 
 
Our week comes to an end on Friday 20th December when the children can bring in their toys to play with on ‘New Year’s Day’.   



CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
This year’s concerts will be performed by pupils from Key Stage 2.  Each of these classes will perform a short concert of their own, 
followed by a joint finale.  Singing Stars, the School Orchestra, recorder group and individual instrumentalists will also perform.   
 
Concert titles are:- 
 Year 3 –   Christmas on Treasure Island 
 Year 4–   Stronger Together Nativity 
 Year 5 –   Scrooge at School 
 Year 6-   Christmas Crackers 
 
Dates are as follows:- 
 Wednesday, 11th December at 4pm 
 Thursday, 12th December at 6pm 
  
Details for each concert can be found below: 
 
Wednesday 11th December 

Children involved in the concert will remain in school at the end of the day.  A packed tea should be sent in for the children to have 
before or after their performance.  Any Key Stage 1 Singing Stars should be collected from the Year 2 classroom at 4:30pm.   
Alternatively, if you are watching the concert, children can be collected at 6pm.  Children from Key Stage 2 should be collected at 
6pm from the school hall or Key Stage 2 main doors.  Hall doors will open at 3:40pm. 
 

Thursday 12th December  

Children will go home at the normal time and should return to school at 5:30pm, going to their own classroom.  Hall doors will 
open at 5:40pm.  Key Stage 1 Singing Stars should be collected at 6:30pm from the Year 2 classroom.  Alternatively, if you are 
watching the concert, children can be collected at 8pm.  Children from Key Stage 2 should be collected at 8pm from the school hall 
or Key Stage 2 main doors.   

Tickets will be available from Monday, December 2nd.  

 
 

 

 

Please note:  

To ensure all families get a fair chance, parents can only purchase two tickets per family, until Thursday, 5th December when the 
office closes at 3:30pm. On Friday, December 6th, the remaining tickets will go on general sale from the school office at 8.00am.   
Once the tickets go on general sale, families may buy additional tickets, regardless of whether all families have purchased their 
allocated two tickets.  Please ensure that you order your tickets in advance – no exceptions can be made. In the cases of split  
families, 1 ticket will be allocated to each parent (i.e. 1 for mum and 1 for dad, additional tickets can be bought from Friday 6th  
December). 
 
If your child is in Key stage 1 and in Singing Stars, there will be space at the back for you to stand and watch the beginning of the 
concert. 

I politely request that you and any of your guests who come to watch the concert remain for the whole concert and do not leave 
after your child has performed.  It is unfair to the children who have worked so hard on their performances to leave before the end 
of the concert.  I also request that you do not talk to each other during any of the children’s performances, as again it is unfair to 
the children.  All Key Stage 2 children are expected to remain until the concert has ended, so that they are all involved in the finale. 

For all of the concerts, you must bring your tickets with you.  Without it, you will be refused entry. 

 

After School Club will continue to run for Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 on 
Wednesday, 11th December in the Community Room and on  

Thursday 12th as usual. 



Monday 2nd December 
 Concert tickets on sale through classteachers 
 Last week of clubs 
 Non-uniform day for Christmas Fayre 
Tuesday 3rd December 
 10am Whole-school visit to Mitchell Memorial Theatre for pantomime—Jack and the Beanstalk 
Thursday 5th December 
 Nursery and Reception visit Amerton Farm 
 1pm Year 3 visit St Margaret Ward 
Friday 6th December 
 8.00am concert tickets go on general sale. 
 9:15am Year 2 class assembly – 2 places per child 
 3:15pm Christmas Fayre 
Wednesday 11th December 
 4pm Key Stage 2 concert 
Thursday 12th December 
 9:15am Whole-school Mass – all welcome 
 6pm Key Stage 2 concert 
Monday 16th December 
 1pm Christmas shop 
Tuesday 17th December 
 Christmas Eve – pyjama day 
 1pm Christmas shop 
Wednesday 18th December 
 Christmas Day 
 2:15pm Key Stage 1 and Foundation Stage Nativity Service – all welcome 
Thursday 19th December 
 New Year’s Eve 
 1pm class parties  
 6 – 7pm Key Stage 1 and Foundation Stage Disco 
 7:15 – 8:45pm Key Stage 2 Disco 
Friday 20th December 
 New Year’s Day 
 Toy and treat day 
 3:15pm School closes 

 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs. Farmer 

Principal 

Gritting policy 

Now the colder months are approaching, please be aware of the school’s gritting policy.  It is impossible to grit the whole of 
the playground, so should there be snow or icy conditions a path will be gritted from the pedestrian gate to the hall doors, 
with paths going to each door in the Key Stage 1 building and to the Key Stage 2 building.  There will also be a path from the 
back door in the Key Stage 1 building to the Key Stage 2 door.  Please ensure that you and your children stick to these paths.   

 

In the event that school has to close because of snow or poor weather conditions, a text message will be sent and  

announcements will be made on local radio. 
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The Magnificat 
 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 

He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
Henceforth all generations will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 

His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength 
And scatters the proud hearted. 

He casts the mighty from their thrones 
And raises the lowly. 

He fills the starving with good things, 
Sends the rich away empty. 

He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 

the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

Singing at Barclays Bank & NatWest Bank 

We will be again singing at Barclays Bank in Hanley on Monday, 

16th December in the afternoon   The Collegiate Fundraising 

Appeal recognises that not everyone can pay.  Therefore, all the 

money raised on this day from our singing and selling mince pies 

will be donated to CAFOD. 

Please pop in if you are passing.  A big thank you to Enzo 

Gravano for sorting this for us. 

Lates 

Recently, there have been a number of children arriving late 
for school.  Please factor into your journey: weather  
conditions, roadworks etc.  Pupils MUST be in school before 
9.00am when the gate closes.  If your child arrives after this 
time they will be classed as late. 
 
If your child is 5 minutes late each day, this could mean they 
miss 3 days of learning a year. 
 
If you are experiencing any problems please contact the 
office. 

Text Messages 

If you receive a text message requesting information or  
payment,  please do not ignore it.  We find we are often 
sending out several of the same reminders due to not  
receiving the information/payment.  
 
Every text has a financial cost to the school.  We would be 
grateful if you could help to reduce the cost by responding as 
early as possible.  Thank you.  

REMINDER—NUT FREE SCHOOL 

Children will soon be bringing party food into school.  Please do not send your child 

into school with any nut-based product.  This also includes a snack or packed lunch.  

My letter dated 11th January highlighted that some of our pupils suffer with severe 

nut allergies, which can result in anaphylactic shock. This can occur through ingestion 

of nut products, cross contamination and breathing nut dust in the air. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 



 

Christmas Concert Ticket Order 
Child’s Name …………………………………………………………………………………..  Class …………………….. 

Remember tickets are limited to 2 per family—until 3.30pm on Thursday, 5th December. 

Tickets go on general sale from the school office at 8.00am on Friday, 6th December. 

*Wednesday, 11th   December at 4.00 pm            

*Thursday,  12th December at 6.00pm 

*Please indicate how many tickets you require.* 

No more than 2 tickets can be ordered in TOTAL. 

 

Tickets £2.00 per adult & £1.00 per child. 

 

I enclose £………………………………. 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………... (Parent/Guardian) 

 

 

Order form and monies MUST go  direct to 

your child’s classteacher in a sealed, clearly 

labelled envelope.  Please do not hand loose 

cash over. 

 

If this order form is submitted without  
payment, the order will be returned and will 

not be processed until payment has been  
received. 

CASH PAYMENTS  

ONLY 


