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Book Day – Monday 26th March 

We will be holding our book day on Monday 26th March.  We ask 
all children to dress up as a book character.  If any child would 
prefer to come in uniform, then they are allowed to do this.  We 
will be celebrating our love of books and reading.   

 

On Book Day, we are asking parents (or grandparents, aunts,  
uncles, etc) to come in to school between 9 and 9:30am, and share 
a book with their child.  If you have more than 1 child in school, 
you may split your time between your children.  Younger siblings 
not in school are also welcome. 
 

The book fair will be running from Thursday 22nd March until 
Thursday 29th March.  All 
books bought allow us to 
receive commission to 
reinvest in books for our 
school. 
 

Reading at Home 

It is very important that you read with your child every night.  This 
could be them reading to you, you reading to them, or both.  As a 
school, we expect parents to sign their child’s diary at least 3 times 
per week (children who are free readers should have their diary 
signed by a parent at least once per week).  Unfortunately, this is 
not always happening and some parents will have recently  
received letters reminding them to sign the child’s diary.  If diaries 
remain unsigned, then I am asking parents to come and discuss 
the matter with me to find out if we as a school can help in any 
way. 
 

Reading has so many benefits.  Not only is reading a skill in itself, it 
also helps children to learn to spell, expands their vocabulary and 
offers a great way of escaping the stresses of everyday life.  Many 
children who find reading and spelling difficult do not read often 
enough.  It is your job as parents to ensure your child is reading 
every day.  We encourage the children to read in school, but it is 
impossible for a classteacher to hear 30 children read every day.  
Many parents ask what they can do to help their child at home, 
and the biggest thing that any parent can do is read with their 
child. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me 
if you wish to discuss this further. 

 

 

Attendance and Appointments 

Any medical appointments attended during school time currently 
children are marked late if they arrive during the morning.  After 
half term, any medical appointments where children arrive at 
school after playtime will be marked as attending a medical  
appointment, which is classed as an absence.  If a child’s  
appointment is at 10am, for example, you can bring the child in to 
school for the first part of the morning and then collect them for 
their appointment.  Alternatively, you can make sure your child is 
in school by break time (10:15am). 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss 
this further. 

 

Healthy Schools 

I would like to remind parents that we are a ‘Healthy School’ and 
as part of this we say that only water can be in bottles that are 
taken in to classes.  Children will not be allowed to drink juice or 
flavoured water during the day, other than at lunchtime. 

Also, at lunchtime, fizzy drinks are not  
allowed. 
 
If your child brings their own snack to school 
 for playtime, this should be fruit. 
   

Parents’ Evenings 

You will again have an opportunity to meet 
with your child’s classteacher on Tuesday 
13th March or Thursday 15th March.  It is 
very important that you attend these 
meetings so that you can find out how well 
your child is doing, look at the wonderful 
work they are producing and find out what 
you can do to help your child at home.  
Reply slips are at the back of the memo. 
 

Lenten Collections 

We will soon be in the season of Lent and as usual we will be  
helping those people not as fortunate as ourselves.  Various  
fundraising activities will be organised and completed before the 
end of Lent.  Any money collected will go to Malawi, CAFOD,  
Father Hudson’s, Sisters of Mercy (Newcastle) and the Alice  
Charity.  Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 

A reply slip is attached to the back 

of this memo. 



Monday 26th February 
 Clubs continue this week 
 9am School opens 
Thursday 1st March 
 Day of Vocations 
 9:15am Whole school Mass followed by confessions – all welcome 
Friday 2nd March 
 9:15am Year 3 assembly – all year 3 parents welcome 
 3:30pm  Years 5 and 6 football league 
Monday 5th March 
 3:30pm Years 5 and 6 Basketball tournament at St Margaret Ward 
Tuesday 6th March 
 Mother’s Day Shop at lunchtime 
 9 – 11am Family learning – The day the crayons quit (details to follow) 
 7pm Stoke Schools Sing at The Mitchell Memorial Theatre  
Wednesday 7th March 
 Mother’s Day Shop at lunchtime 
 6:30pm Dance Extravaganza at The Victoria Hall  
Thursday 8th March 
 9am Reception class eye tests 
 6:30pm First Holy Communion meeting – all year 3 children and parents to attend 
Friday 9th March 
 2:30pm Nursery and Reception Mother’s Day Service – all Nursery and Reception mums and nans welcome 
 3:30pm  Years 5 and 6 football league 
Monday 12th March  
 World Maths Day 
 Years 3 and 4 visit Chester 
Tuesday 13th March 
 3:30 – 5:30pm Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 15th March 
 9:15am Whole school Mass – all welcome 
 5 – 7:30pm Parents’ Evening 
Friday 16th March 
 9:15am Year 2 assembly – all Year 2 parents welcome 
 3:30pm  Years 5 and 6 football league 
Monday 19th March to Friday 23rd March—Science Week 
Monday 19th March 
 Year 1 and 2 visit The Brampton Museum 
Tuesday 20th March 
 9 – 11am Family learning – The tear thief (details to follow) 
Wednesday 21st March 
 6 – 7pm Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 disco 
 7:15 – 8:45pm Key Stage 2 disco 
Thursday 22nd March 
 12pm Recorder Festival 
 6:30pm First Reconciliation for year 3 
Friday 23rd March 
 9:15am Year 1 assembly – all Year 1 parents welcome 
 3:30pm  Years 5 and 6 football league 
 3:30pm Key Stage 2 tag rugby tournament at St Joseph’s 
Sunday 25th March 
 9:30am Mass for Year 3 and 6 
Thursday 22nd March 
 Book Fair arrives 
Monday 26th March 
 Book Day – all children to dress up as book character 
 9:9:30am Parents invited in to school to read with their child 
Wednesday 28th March 
 9:15am Journey of the Cross whole school Mass – all welcome 
Thursday 29th March 
 2:30pm Nursery Easter Bonnet parade – all Nursery parents welcome 
 3:15pm School closes for Easter 



Thank you so much for your continued support. 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. D. Farmer 
Principal 

Uniform Reminder 

The children of St George & St Martin always look so smart and we wear our uniform with pride.  However, I would like to draw 
your attention to the following reminders: 

Shoes should be worn for school, NOT trainers or boots. 

Ties should be worn by children in Years 1 – 6. 

The top button of school shirts should be fastened. 

The school badge should be sewn onto the t-shirts of children in Nursery and Reception. 

All jumpers and cardigans should have the school badge on. 

Only grey tights should be worn, not black or white. 

Grey trousers should be worn, not black. 

Skirts should be knee length. 

No make-up should be worn. 

Only girls should wear ear-rings and should be small studs. 

Indoor PE kit is burgundy shorts, light blue polo shirt with pumps.  

Outdoor PE kit is burgundy/navy sweatshirt, burgundy/navy jogging bottoms and trainers.  

 

Also, a reminder that girls’ hair should be tied back and boys hair should not be shaved or have any shaved patterns in it. 

 

Shakespeare’s ‘Julius Caesar’ 

Our Year 2 and Key Stage 2 children have been to see ‘Julius Caesar’ this week.  All of the children from Nursery to Year 6 have 
been working on ‘Julius Caesar’ and have all thoroughly enjoyed learning the story.  They even had a look at Shakespearean  
language.  The children have produced some fantastic drama work and written work. 
 

Science Week 

We will be holding Science Week from Monday 19th March to Thursday 23rd March. The children 
will take part in Science activities throughout the week.   
 

School Fund 

Thank you to all of those families who have paid the £10 per year contribution to the School Fund.  So far, this has raised £1200.  
As you know the School Fund is used to subsidise trips and visitors.  The School Fund is vital in subsidising these things as if we did 
not subsidise, the cost of trips would increase and would probably result in the trip not happening.  Please do your best to pay 
the£10 so that we can ensure our children have access to a variety of different experiences. 

 



This is the most difficult football news I have ever had to write. Nevertheless, here it is. 

We took out team to a city wide tournament, the winners of which would have the opportunity to compete in the finals to be held 

at Wembley stadium.  We had a tough draw.  Teams were put in groups of 5 schools.  You had to top the group to proceed through 

to the semi-finals. 

Here is how we did. 

Match 1 – St Thomas’ v St G and M.` 

A great start to our campaign. We dominated play and found the net. 
Final Score  
St Thomas’s 0 St George and St Martin 3 
 
Match 2 – St George and St Martin v Star Academy 

We simply ran rings around the opposition showing incredible unselfish teamwork and keeping our cool in front of goal.  We were 
awesome! 
Final Score 
St George and St Martin 10 Star Academy 0 
 
Match 3 – St Mary’s v St George and St Martin 

A close, hard fought game.  However, in the end, our skill and determination both on and off the ball shone through. 
Final Score  
St Mary’s 0 St George and St Martin 1 
 
Match 4 – St George and St Martin v Milton 

A tough pill to swallow is how I would sum up this game.  Despite being the better side, we were simply outdone by the height of 
our opposition and conceded two goals from set pieces in which due to the small pitches, the ball was simply thrown into the air for 
easy headers. Believe me, our team had no chance against this tactic.  
Final Score 
St George and St Martin 0 Milton 2. 
 
That concluded our group matches. We then had to wait and see as the winners of each group were announced.  I had already told 

our team that we were probably out, as I couldn’t see Milton losing against the other teams in our pool and I knew that they had 

beaten St Mary’s… 

Here is the fiasco that followed, the like of which I had never seen before and was in line with last years “Best film” Oscar  
announcement. 
 
It came to the announcement of the winners of our group, and to my surprise, they announced that points were equal between us 

and Milton and that the winners, proceeding through to the semi-finals, would be determined on goal difference. 

They then announced us as the winners and the shock and delight which flooded through our team was immense.  The joy was  
tangible.  Off we went, full of joy and delight to the semi-final where we stood facing Moorpark.  adrenalin flowed, we were up for 
it. 
 
It was at this point that the rug was pulled from under our feet, and the wind was taken 

from our sails… 

I was approached by a Port Vale official who told me that they had made a mistake and it 
was Milton who had topped our group and that our team had to leave the pitch.  Just  
imagine that… 
 
We were completely devastated.  We had gone from ecstasy to agony in minutes and the 
look on our team’s faces, as we had to leave the pitch is one that I never wish to see  
repeated and one which I know will soon be replaced with a much better feeling. 



To sum up, I think it was Kipling who said: 

f you can keep your head when all about you    
    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
    But make allowance for their doubting too;    

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 
    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 

 
If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;    
    If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;    

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
    And treat those two impostors just the same;    
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 
    Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
    And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools: 

 
If you can make one heap of all your winnings 

    And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
And lose, and start again at your beginnings 

    And never breathe a word about your loss; 
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
    To serve your turn long after they are gone,    

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
    Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’ 

 
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,    
    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
    If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,    
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,    

    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 
 

Our team grew up today, in front of my very eyes.  There were no tears, despite their bitter disappointment.  No harsh words  
spoken against the officials, just a silent dignity that echoed a thousand unspoken words. 
I have never, ever been so proud of how a team carried themselves.  You are a credit to yourselves, your parents and your school. 

Finally, “I get knocked down, but I get up again, nothings ever gonna keep me down.” 

Mrs Clarke XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

 

Change for Life 

On Tuesday 29th January some of our children  
represented our school in the Change for Life Festival at  

St Margaret Ward. They participated in a variety of team building 
games and even made some new friends. They made Miss Hilditch 

very proud. 

 

 



Year 5 / 6 Handball Tournament – 8.2.18 

 

Children from Year 5 and 6 took part in the Newman Catholic Collegiate handball tournament at St Joseph’s Academy. It was a 
great opportunity for the children, who were largely inexperienced playing handball, and were competing as a team together 
for the first time. Despite this lack of experience, the children showed fantastic teamwork, and soon became masters of  
high-intensity, counter attacking play, tactics which worked to great effect. Results are as follows: 
 

Game 1: SGSM 4 - Our Lady Of Grace 2 

Game 2: SGSM 2 - St Wilfrids 1 

Game 3: SGSM 6 - St John’s 1 

Game 4: SGSM 3 - St Josephs 2 

Game 5: SGSM 4 - St Peters 4 

Game 6: SGSM 2 - St Marys 1 

 

At the end it became clear that SGSM and St Peters were level on 
points, with neither team losing a single game. Therefore  
Mr Sigley had to refer to goal difference, and unfortunately  
St Peters had just scored more goals than us. This meant that we  
finished second overall, and were undefeated throughout the 
tournament. A truly fantastic achievement, a huge well done to all 
our players, you should be very proud! 
 

Mr Maguire  

SFC News 

The School Fundraising Community (S.F.C) work extremely hard to raise much needed funds for our children and school.   

Here are some up and coming events that we hope you will support us with:- 

Tuesday, 6th March—  Mother’s Day Shop at lunchtime .  Items will range from £1.00 to £3.00 

Wednesday, 7th March—  Mother’s Day Shop at lunchtime .  Items will range from £1.00 to £3.00 

Wednesday, 21st March—  Disco (FS, KS1 6 – 7pm, KS2 7:15 – 8:45pm) 

Monies 

We are having a considerable amount of money being 
sent into school late and therefore, have to send  
numerous text messages chasing payments.  The  

following monies need to be paid every MONDAY (in  
advance): 

Dinner money 
Nursery Provision  

 
Breakfast Club needs to be paid for on the day. 

Please ensure all monies are sent into school in a 
sealed, clearly labelled envelope.  Thank you. 

School Meals 
 

If your child would like to change their meal  
arrangements i.e. from sandwiches to a school meal 
or vice versa, they may do so on returning after the 

half term break, however, they will need to stay with 
that choice for the rest of the Spring term. 

 
All children will be asked by their classteacher on their 
first day back whether they will be having sandwiches 

or a school meal. 
Thank you. 

 



 

Child’s Name ……………………………………………………………………………………         Class ……………………………………….. 

My child has a sibling in …………………………………………… 

I would prefer an Open Evening appointment on the following day: 

 

Tuesday, 13th March  3.30pm—4.30pm    OR  4.30pm—5.30pm    

 

Thursday, 15th March  5.00pm—6.30pm     OR  6.30pm—7.30pm 

(Please tick one box) 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………….. (Parent/Guardian) 

 

Appointment time given: ……………………………………………………………. (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE CLASSTEACHER) 

  

  


